lineages. Because Nanog is required for the development of primordial germ cells (PGCs) in mice and axolotls, we propose that the deletion of Nanog in species often employed as experimental models, such as frogs and teleosts (Zebrafish; Danio rerio), has been compensated by the evolution of predetermined germ cells in these organisms. Our data highlights Nanog as a major component of the gene regulatory network that governs early development in the major trunk of chordate evolution. PGCs. We show that this block to Nodal signalling is dependent on Nanog activity in the animal cap.
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The paradigm for germ cell specification in the animal kingdom is to prevent somatic specification of PGCs. In many models this is accomplished by germ plasm. In axolotls germ line and soma segregate in response to patterning signals, in a Nanogdependent process. 
